








PAGE 5 THE CHURCH SPIRE VOLUME 15,  ISSUE 3  

 

 
 

               Stephen Ministry at Athens First 
   Stephen Ministers Offering     
   Care   I am excited to announce 
that all eight of our trained 
Stephen Ministers who were com-
missioned last May are in care-

giving relationships! How wonderful to know that 
eight people are receiving the gift of a trained 
Stephen Minister who is listening and offering 
compassionate care. 
 Our current class of seven Stephen Minis-
ter Trainees will complete their training on 
March 15. They will be commissioned on April 25 
and will then be available to offer care. 

There are always needs, and seeing how 
quickly our first group of Stephen Ministers en-
tered into care-giving relationships confirms just 
how important Stephen Ministry is to our congre-
gation. 

To help make sure we will always have 

Stephen Ministers at Athens First to encourage 
and provide emotional support to those going 
through a difficult time, we’re making plans for 
the next Stephen Minister training class 
which will begin October 18. 

If you feel that God may be calling 
you to become a Stephen Minister, you will 
want to reserve these Monday nights on your cal-
endar for training sessions: October 18 
through November 22, December 6-20 and 
January 3 through March 14. The classes are 
held from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the First Floor 
Lounge. 

Please talk with Sharon Fink, Dick 
Schelat or Pastor Mary Jo if you would like to 
discuss this further or if you are ready to com-
plete the paperwork and take the next steps in 
reserving your spot in this next training class. 

--Sharon Fink, Coordinator of Adult Ministries 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Expands to Include Chemo Caps   Several shawls have 
been delivered to people in our congregation, and we have several new shawls thanks to 
donations from within and outside our congregation. Those will be formally blessed in 
worship soon. 

Suzanna Theodoras recently provided us with knit and crochet patterns for 
Chemo Caps, so those patterns are also on display and available for those who would like 
to make them. If you would like to try your hand(s) at making one, please feel free to 
pick up a packet of patterns next time you are at church. 

 

Learning or Re-Learning to Knit   Our prayer shawl ministry has inspired many 
to dust off their knitting needles and crochet hooks, and inspired others to think about 
maybe learning how to knit or crochet. Suzanna Theodoras invites you to join her on 
Tuesday March 2 and 9 in the 1st Floor Lounge from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. for an op-
portunity to learn (or re-learn) how to knit. Bring any knitting tools and supplies you 
have, and please give her a call if you plan to attend or if you have any questions (592-
4649). 

Sunday Scripture Texts   As Pastor Mary Jo prepares the worship services and her sermons each 
week, she will select the Scripture readings from these passages. We offer these to you as you prepare for 
your worship experience:  

March 7  Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 
March 14  Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
March 21  Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 
March 28  Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 

Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49 



 
Adult Ministries at Athens First 
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Bob Evans Breakfast and Bible Study  Men, please repeat this phrase 7 times as fast as you 
can, “Bob Evans breakfast and Bible Study.”  Why 7 times . . . because we meet every 7 days on Thurs-
day mornings at 7:00 a.m.   Rick may lead the study but all are the teachers.  Come check us out.  
Some of us are even there by 6:00 a.m. just to visit and catch-up.  Need more info: call Rick 740-856-9092 

 

For more information about the groups and classes offered for adults at Athens First, please 
visit this page on our web site:  www.firstumcathens.org/adultopps 

Living a Lifestyle that is Healthy 

Starting April 8, we will offer an     
opportunity for adults to gather on      
Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. and explore      
topics around the theme Healthy Lifestyles.  

This series will run for 6 weeks and will be 
led by Suzanna Theodoras. She is in the process of 
gathering the best resources, and we will an-
nounce the specific study guide for this soon. 
Meanwhile, mark your calendars and watch for 
more detailed information. Please contact her if 
you have specific questions (593-4649). 

This group meets Thursdays from 12:10 to 
12:50 p.m. and is one of two weekly groups 

studying the Scripture from the Common Lection-
ary.  

Every month we make available a printed 
version of these Scriptures (One Plus the Power of 
You) in the tray outside Pastor Mary Jo’s office 
and on the table in the Sanctuary. They are also 
noted each week in the Calendar portion of the 
Bulletin Announcement Insert.  

FOCUS has now moved to the Fellowship 
Hall to make it a little easier for those who find 
stairs challenging. One of the blessings of this 
study is a format which makes it easy to join at 
any time – each week stands alone.   

Sunday School Class for Adults with Disabilities to Begin April 11    

Plans are moving ahead for this 
new class for our adults with spe-
cial needs. The classes will be 
held in Room 6 at 9:30 a.m. 
starting Sunday, April 11 

 The curriculum is titled 
Access, and is specifically de-
signed for adults with special 
learning needs. Our teachers are 
Cindy Boger, Erin Eckelberry, 
and Cathy Lee. 

 This month we would like 
to introduce you to one of our 
teachers, Erin Eckelberry.  
Erin writes, 

grow, once we lay the founda-
tion.” 

 We welcome other 
adults to help assist our 
teachers and to help in other 
ways. You do not need to be ex-
perienced in this field to help – 
just have a caring heart and a 
patient and joyful spirit. If you 
feel a tug to help in some 
way, please contact Cindy (592-
5726 or cindy-
boger@hotmail.com), Erin 
(eeckelberry@alexanderschools.o
rg) or Sharon Fink. 

“My family moved back to Athens 
this past fall, and I was really 
wanting to become involved in the 
church again in some way. When 
I saw the posting in the Spire 
looking for anyone who was inter-
ested in helping form a class for 
adults with special needs, I felt 
like it was God's way of taking my 
hand and guiding me. What bet-
ter way for me, a special educator, 
to become involved, than through 
this class. I'm really looking for-
ward to getting started this 
spring. We have a lot of great 
ideas for how this ministry can 

FOCUS Moves to Fellowship Hall   

http://www.firstumcathens.org/adultopps�
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Busy Scrapbookers Gather on 4th Sundays for Fun and Fellowship   
The Scrapbooking group, which incorporates Bible Study with this popular hobby, is led by Lisa Dael and 
is now meeting on the 4th Sunday at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Lounge. Lisa has done a wonderful job 
of assessing needs and adapting the class to meet the busy lives of scrapbooking enthusiasts. 

Each session stands alone and requires no advance study prep – just gather the photos you would 
like to use that relate to these themes: My Purpose, Family, Church, Sisterhood, My Relationship 
with God and Freedom in Christ  (just some of the topics to be discussed over the next few months). 
Bring a friend or family member and have them scrapbook along with us.  The more the merrier! 

For more information, please contact Lisa Dael (dael@ohio.edu) or see her at church. 

 
One Plus the Power of You – March Readings Now Available   If you’re interested in following 
the Lectionary Scriptures for Sunday’s worship, the March readings are now available – visit the tray 
next to Pastor Mary Jo’s Office and in the last window on the Church Street side of the Sanctuary. She 
asks that you read through the Scriptures as often as possible, preferably each day, for the week preced-
ing its assigned Sunday. Let’s see what will happen by the power of the Holy Spirit when we participate 
in such a discipline. Honor and Blessings to you!  

Echoing Meadows Sponsors Walk-a-Thon   Echoing Meadows Residential Center, a non-
denominational Christian based health care facility serving the developmentally disabled, is sponsoring 
their first walk-a-thon fundraiser on April 24th of 2010 at 10:00A.M. They hope to raise funds to up-
grade their air-conditioning system and improve energy efficiency 

Registration forms are available on their website at  www.echoinghillsvillage.org or call Dea or 
Mark at 740-594-3541. 

Our Chancel Choir will once again per-
form this hauntingly beautiful sacred 
cantata by Théodore Dubois April 2 at 
7:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary. 

A recent participant states “This is a 
beautiful cantata, full of soaring melo-
dies and drama. It’s my favorite Easter 
cantata because it captures the feelings 
of the people so well — the mob calling 
for Jesus’ death, the two crucified 
thieves, Jesus on the cross and his 
mother ‘bowed in anguish’ at the foot of 
the cross.” 

Returning guest participants are 
Alexandra Damiano, Soprano; Christian 
Lindsey, tenor; Brad Huffman, baritone; 

and organist Christopher L. Koon. 
Child care will be available. 
 
About the Composer:  Théodore 
Dubois (1837 - 1924) was an impor-
tant organist, composer and teacher 
of music on the Paris music scene 
during the late 1800's. Dubois com-
posed The Seven Last Words of 
Christ in 1867 for Saint Clotilde in 
Paris, where he was the choir direc-
tor." 

Chancel Choir to Perform Seven Last Words of Christ on Good Friday 

2010 Church Directories Now Available   The non-photo version of our church directory is now avail-
able.  You may pick up a copy from either of the two literature racks: in the Narthex and outside the Chapel. 

http://www.echoinghillsvillage.org/�
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As a parent and member of the council on Chil-
dren’s Ministries, I am delighted to share about a 
conversation my daughter, Helen, and I recently 
had. Last summer, Helen had the opportunity to 
attend several different sessions of Vacation Bible 
School, both here in Athens, and in Charleston, WV, 
where her grandparents live. I asked her if she’d 
like to attend a few different programs this summer 
as well. She said to me, “No, Mommy, I only want to 
go to the one at our church.” “Really,” I asked, “why 
is that?” Her enthusiastic reply made me feel that 
all the hard work that went into last year’s program 
was well worth the effort: “Because ours was the 
MOST FUN!!” How wonderful that she is still re-
membering what a good experience VBS was, and 
how happy we are that she still loves to dance and 
sing along with the CD of songs she received last 
summer. 

The members of the Council on Children’s Min-
istries are already at work planning this summer’s, 
“Galactic Blast” Vacation Bible School for Au-
gust 2-6. A few volunteer helpers have already 
committed to the program, but we are still in need 
of other helpers, from teens through adults! 
Will you consider offering your time for a few morn-
ings this summer, during the first week of August? 

News from Growing Tree Preschool  Well, we don’t know about you folks but, at Grow-
ing Tree, we are seriously ready for a little bit of spring!  We are ready to welcome March and, 
with it, the official “First Day of Spring” with open arms!  Here’s a little of what we have planned 
for this month: 
     DATES                                                 THEME                                   LETTER of the WEEK 
     March 1-March 5           “Emergency”  (Police officers, fire fighters)                   “Ee” 
     March 8-March 12         “Dr. Seuss”                                                                       “Uu” 
     March 15-March 19       “Let’s Go Camping”                                                          “Ii” 
     March 22-March 26        NO SCHOOL-SPRING BREAK 

We’ve invited some police officers to visit Growing Tree this month to tell us about the im-
portant work they do in our community and are looking forward to their visit. 

Special thanks to Barb Dingle for doing some extended substitute teaching for us last month, to Ralph Mar-
tin for repairing some of our wobbly chairs and to Lorraine Myers for keeping us well-stocked with interesting re-
cyclables. Growing Tree is your school and we welcome and appreciate your involvement and interest. 

Growing Tree will begin accepting applications for new and returning students for Fall, 2010 on March 1. 
Returning students are given first priority, and new students are accepted in chronological order of the date on which 
the application is received, as space is available.  

It is important that we receive new student applications early to insure a place at Growing Tree in the 
fall.  Growing Tree students must be at least three years of age and toilet trained.  

If you or someone you know is looking for a quality early childhood program, rooted in a Christian atmosphere, 
we encourage you to consider Growing Tree.  Please contact Cathy Bigger at 593-3977, ext.14 or big-
ger@firstumcathens.org for information. 

Members of the Council on Children’s Ministries can 
provide more information. 

If you are a parent of a child in pre-school 
through 4th grade, we hope that you will save the 
dates and plan on having your young ones be a part 
of the fun and learning! 

During this Lenten season, we will continue with 
our Sunday school theme of the “Garden of Geth-
semane.” We look forward to our mission and 
munchies Sunday on March 14th when we will 
have a special guest come and share more about re-
lief efforts in Haiti. All the monies contributed 
that Sunday will be divided between Haiti and the 
mission trip to New Orleans. 

We continue to appreciate the help of all 
our Sunday school and nursery volunteers. You 
are instrumental in helping us to provide a quality 
program for the children of Athens First United 
Methodist. Thank you for supporting our efforts to 
help the young ones of our congregation build a 
strong foundation of faith. 

       Blessings and thanks! 
           --Laura Dalton,  

Member of Council on Children’s Ministries 

mailto:bigger@firstumcathens.org�
mailto:bigger@firstumcathens.org�
mailto:bigger@firstumcathens.org�
mailto:bigger@firstumcathens.org�


PAGE 9 THE CHURCH SPIRE VOLUME 15,  ISSUE 3 

Children's Choir is doing it again!  We'll be singing for the 10:30 service on Sunday, March 
14th.  You don't won't to miss it!  Children's Choir is for students in Kindergarten through 6th grade.  We 
meet every Sunday from 11:45 to 12:30 in the Chapel for rehearsal.  We have lots of fun and would love 
for you to join us.  Not only do we sing, but we play instruments and have a great time praising God with 
each other.  If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie Morris, director, at 740-594-8068. 
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Youth News 

From Kirstin and Jason                                   www.firstumcathens.org/youth 

Ice Skating Set for March 
Second Sunday  March 14, 
2010 join us for a trip to Byrd 
Arena.  We will meet after the 
10:30 church service in the 

youth lounge and  walk uptown to grab some 
lunch together.  From uptown, we will walk to 
Byrd Arena for an afternoon of ice-skating from 1 
- 3 PM.  Parents should pick up youth from 
Byrd Arena at 3.  Please bring $10 to cover 
lunch and skate rental. 

Youth Sunday School - Join us in the youth 
lounge every Sunday at 9:30 for intentional dis-
cussion based on the book Dangerous Wonder: 
The Adventure of Childlike Faith. 

Pancake Lunch – We’ll be making 
flapjacks for the congregation in this 
final fundraiser for the Spring Break 
Mission Trips on March 14 immedi-
ately following the 10:30 service. In-
vite your friends and neighbors. 

 

Confirmation Retreat - The Confirmation Re-
treat will be at Camp Otterbein this year.  The 
trip is schedule for April 1 - 3, but these times 
may be adjusted due to the revised school 
schedule.  Make sure you stay up to date on 
the trip with Jason and Kirstin. 

Supporting Youth Mission Trip - BUY STOCK!   We are selling "Stock" in our groups! We promise 
that this is a good investment and you will see a return that puts a wealth of knowledge and experience 
into the lives of our youth as well as helping neighbors "here and there" to lift themselves up out of cir-
cumstances that they could not do alone. We are the Body of Christ!  You can share in this outreach! 

Each stock share costs $10. For $10 (1 share) you will receive a certificate and an invitation to a 
meal and story-telling about our trip upon the return. For $30 (3 shares) you will receive those items as 
well as a group photo. For $50 (5 shares) or more you will receive those items as well as a letter/postcard 
from a youth during Spring Break. 

If you would like to participate, please complete the form below and place it in the offering place. 
Any funds received beyond the current need will be put toward future youth mission trips. 
 

Yes, I want to buy stock!  Please have a youth contact me/us       
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Information ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Students Participate In National Competi-
tion to Promote Census In Athens Com-
munity This March, the Census survey will be 
distributed to households nationwide, and resi-
dents will have until April 1 to send it back. 

It is of extreme importance for Athens 
residents to fill out the survey, which is the 
shortest in Census history and only takes 10 min-
utes to fill out. Survey results determine how 
much funding Athens County will receive to be 
applied toward educational grants, scholarships, 
city reconstruction, etc. 

Every year, Public Relations Student So-
ciety of America sponsors Bateman, a national 
competition where top universities compete by 
developing a PR plan for a universal client.  This 
year’s client is the U.S. Census Bureau and there 
are two teams representing Ohio University in 
the competition. Both OU Bateman teams will be 
working hard around the community to raise 
awareness and ensure participation. 

Sounds like a win/win all the way around. 
So when those forms arrive in your mailbox, take 
the few minutes required and help Athens’ voices 
be heard. 

http://www.firstumcathens.org/youth�
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 I LOVE serving God . . . and I love working 
with others who LOVE serving God. 

It has only been a month since I’ve begun 
my duties as Interim Director of the Wesley Stu-
dent Center, and I have been blessed every day 
since the day I walked into the 2nd floor lounge. 

Working with the WSC’ers is a real joy.  
They know, truly, what it means to serve.  We have 
been having very intentional intensive Bible stud-
ies both from the Old and New Testaments.  We’ve 
been singing praise songs through the miracle of 
MPEG computer files on the BIG screen, and we 
have silent and public prayer going on.  Oh yes, of 
course, we eat and have lots of fun. 
 There have been some difficult decisions 
made for the rest of the school year ie: no New Or-
leans Mission trip, No global Café and reduce the 
Friday Midnight Breakfast to once a quarter. 
 Much of this is due to finances and 
“transitional” time for me.  With all that being said 
we are still VERY active and have already begun 

looking into what activities and outreach we can 
do. 
 We are still VERY MUCH in need of your 
Kroger Reward cards. Wesley Student Center is 
registered to receive Kroger Rewards from your 
purchases. To participate all you need to do is reg-
ister in order for your purchases to benefit WSC. 
Once you’re registered, every time you use your 
Kroger Plus Card, your purchases benefit Wesley 
Student Center. Note: You do NOT have to use 
the Internet to participate.   
 All the monies of the Kroger Plus Card Re-
wards program goes into our Mission Trip Fund.  
Even though our Spring Break ’10 is cancelled, we 
are already planning for Spring Break Mission Trip 
2011 . . . Haiti ’11. 
 Please come up to the 2nd floor WSC offices 
and stop by for a visit.  My regular office hours are 
Monday – Thursday 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Phone: 
593-3911 ext:16  Email: wscdir@firstumcathens.org   
 Blessings to All, Rick Seiter 

News from the Center 
From Rick Seiter Our Interim WSC Director 

www.firstumcathens.org/campus 

       $ 37,128.01 Income for January 
 32,291.01 Expenses for January 
 
 4,837.00 Net gain for January 
       $ 4,837.00 Net gain for the year 
 
So far we are managing to meet payroll and pay all of the bills.  Many 
thanks for your continued faithfulness. 

Second Mile Giving Reported through February 16 
Food Pantry – Goal $2,000 – received $476.00 
Habitat for Humanity – Goal $3,500 – received $35.00 
Hope and Possibilities – Goal $1,500 – received $78.00 
PET Project – Goal $2,000 – nothing received 
 
Although Herbert Zigbuo has completed his term of service in the missionary field, his wife Mary contin-
ues to serve in Liberia.  Your donations will support her in her work there. 
 
Gifts to Celebration Fund   We have received donations from the following families in memory of 
Helen Gray:  Harold and Judy Billups;  Al and Clarice Squibb 

.                                                                                                           More financial news on the next page... 

mailto:wscdir@firstumcathens.org�
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2009 Tax Credit for Haiti Contributions   Through an Income Tax Incentive Act, it is possible 
for donors to get 2009 tax credit for donations made to Haiti Relief.  Contributions made between January 
12 and February 28, 2010, will be allowed as a deduction on 2009 tax returns.  Taxpayers are not required 
to claim a 2010 contribution in 2009 but have the option to do so. 

Please advise Joyce Lambert, 593-3977, ext 28, if you want to make use of this tax incentive. 

Wesley Student Center Intern: Starting   
Immediately, This is a part time, paid 
position, 10 hrs/week   If you know an OU 
student who might be a good fit for our Wesley 
Student Center ministries, please encourage them 
to apply.  

 Application deadline is March 1, 2010, 
6 p.m.   Job Description & Application available 
in the Church office, WSC office and on website: 
www.firstumcathens.org/wscemployment/ 

  If you have any questions, contact Rick 
Seiter wscdir@firstumcathens.org 

Radio Ministry Needs Sponsors  Through our radio min-
istry, much of our 10:30 worship service is broadcast live 
over WATH am radio every Sunday morning. This ministry 
reaches countless folks who are unable to leave their homes 
on Sunday mornings or are traveling. Those we know who 
listen weekly are mailed a bulletin so that they can follow 
along.  
 This ministry is made possible solely by the contribu-
tions of members and friends of the church. If you would like 
to participate in this ministry, please contact Joyce Lambert 
at the Church Office (593-3977, ext. 28). A full sponsorship 
for 2010 is $150, and full or partial sponsorship are always 
welcomed. Whatever amount you decided to give, just know 
what a blessing this ministry is to those who use it! 
 
Yes, I/we want to participate.  
 
Amount $_________ 
 
Memorial/Dedication (optional) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________ 

Save the Date Now to Help Afghan Chil-
dren and Enjoy a Tasty Meal with Friends  
Our neighbors at 1st Christian Church invite us to 
attend a traditional Afghan dinner Saturday, 
April 10th, 6PM, at the First Christian Church, 
W. State & N. Congress. Channel your concern for 
young victims of war by donating to Aschiana, an 
Afghan organization educating impoverished 
street children, and Greg Mortenson's Central 
Asia Institute, building schools in rural Afghani-
stan. 
 Co-sponsored by People for Peace & Jus-
tice and the Appalachian Peace & Justice Net-
work. For reservations call 698-8625. 

http://www.firstumcathens.org/wscemployment/WSC%20Intern%20PRD.pdf�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/wscemployment/Application%20Feb%202010.pdf�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/wscemployment/�
mailto:wscdir@firstumcathens.org�
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This week marks the 50th anniversary of the start of student sit-ins and the arrival of Freedom Rider busses 
from the north to protest the segregation of lunch counters in downtown Nashville in Febru-
ary, 1960. There were demonstrations, busses, beatings, arrests, jail sentences, speeches 
and marches, but there were also prayers and singing from the jail cells. Here's an article 
and two of the improvised songs the demonstrators sang in jail. [more]

Black History Month: Songs of Protest 
This week marks the 50th anniversary of the start of student sit-ins and the arrival of Freedom Rider busses 

from the north to protest the segregation of lunch counters in downtown Nashville in Febru-
ary, 1960. There were demonstrations, busses, beatings, arrests, jail sentences, speeches 
and marches, but there were also prayers and singing from the jail cells. Here's an article 
and two of the improvised songs the demonstrators sang in jail. [more]  

West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church 
Our Connection to the World  

This comes to us through “News.Net” an email publication by the West Ohio Conference  
Communications Division: 

  

United Methodists take lead in starting free pharmacy 

The United Methodist Church in West Ohio, working with community partners and with staff support from the 
denomination's mission agency, is opening a free pharmacy in Columbus, Ohio 
to serve low-income persons who cannot afford needed prescription medica-
tion. The Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio, set to open in mid-to-late 
February, is an initiative of the West Ohio Conference. It will operate in partner-

ship with area hospitals, medical associations, health organizations, and foundations.    

   

Dear Colleagues,    

 
It has been a month and seven days since the devastating earthquake in 
Haiti.  The tremendous loss of life and the continuing suffering of the people is 
beyond comprehension.   With respect to Haiti, I want to report on several mat-
ters.  The financial giving in these first five weeks is amazing.  As of today 
$12,000,000 (twelve) million dollars has been received according to the Treas-
urer's office.  There has been strong on-line giving which, we believe, includes 
many first time donors.   

 

Bishop Martinez Update on Haiti Relief Efforts... 

Read more about the Charitable Pharmacy 

Read the entire letter from Bishop Martinez 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103034734696&s=4691&e=001u46mPPGfL72lfpPULYLo2TGGKs-5b_q9v18BGl_BYU21H00L4RYXHGaRGcD5qDVo1Ew6ePVisQ6-czHjabowan0TVhC-bk-shOBxTOWCol6ASn5S42adCybTnk05ZBSQVF7_jfyOcZOz3gz8JsJpdvImltd7z_Gqk07YlhKb9mAL8gaSquamTVAG-rYSHNYLN2nY5qGrFVrteTCZ4kRMJg==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103034734696&s=4691&e=001u46mPPGfL72lfpPULYLo2TGGKs-5b_q9v18BGl_BYU21H00L4RYXHGaRGcD5qDVo1Ew6ePVisQ6-czHjabowan0TVhC-bk-shOBxTOWCol6ASn5S42adCybTnk05ZBSQVF7_jfyOcZOz3gz8JsJpdvImltd7z_Gqk07YlhKb9mAL8gaSquamTVAG-rYSHNYLN2nY5qGrFVrteTCZ4kRMJg==�
http://gbgm-umc.org/global_news/full_article.cfm?articleid=5650�
http://wosite.brickriver.com/news_detail.asp?TableName=oNews_PJAYMY&PrimaryKey=oNews_PJAYMY_ID&PKValue=274�
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Contact the Staff and Access Informa-
tion 24/7   If you need to check on dates and 
times of church events, that information is avail-
able seven days a week, 24 hours a day on the 
automated portion of our phone system (extension 
3) and our web site (www.firstumcathens.org/
calendar)  

       Also, if you need to reach a staff member, 
someone “live” usually answers, Mon-Thurs 9 
a.m.- 12:30 p.m. and 1- 3 p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m. 
to Noon. At other times, you can reach folks 
through the automated system. Each staff mem-
ber has voice mail, so please don’t hesitate to leave 
a message when you don’t get an answer: 

Pastor Mary Jo, Ext. 15; Cathy Bigger, Ext. 14; 
Joyce Lambert, Ext. 28; Main Office, Ext. 10; 
Sharon Fink, Ext. 11; Rick Seiter, Ext. 16; WSC 
Intern, Ext 17; Kirstin & Jason, Ext. 30. 

Lilies and Spring Flowers for Easter 
Morning, April 4  You are invited to help deco-
rate the Chapel and Sanctuary on Easter morning 
with wild flowers/branches, garden flowers, and 
potted lily plants. Please bring cut flowers to the 
church by 5 p.m. on Good Friday, (April 2) and 
place them in the 1st Floor Lounge Kitchen.  

As with poinsettias, lily plants can be purchased 
through the church for $7 per plant. You may indi-
cate your desire to give one or more lilies below. 
Checks should be made payable to First United 
Methodist Church and the Altar Guild will order 
the lilies for you. 

Lilies for Easter 
 I/We will give ___ (indicate #) lilies 
 I/We will bring lilies to the church by April 1 

Optional: I/We want to give lilies in memory of: ____________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
in honor of __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
for the following reason: ______________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s) ________________________________________________ 
Please have your lily order to the church by March 28. 

Have You Visited the Church’s Web 
Site Lately?  It’s an easy way to keep up with 
what’s happening at FUMC. We try to make sure 
we have new pages in the photo album shortly af-
ter events occur. Wesley Student Center has an 
extensive site under “Campus” - you can get a 
taste of what their ministry is all about. A copy of 
the current newsletter is always available to read, 
in addition to the weekly calendar of events. Lots 
more, too. Want your long-distance family and 
friends to know more about where you worship?  
Give them the address, too. Here it is:  http://
www.firstumcathens.org 
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March 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
Home 

 1 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Monday Lunch 
6:00 PM Stephen 
Supervision 
6:00 PM Stephen Training 
7:00 PM Choral Union/Wm's 
Chorale Rehearsal 
7:00 PM Troop 71 
9:00 PM Kappa Phi Cabinet 
 

 2
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
9:30 AM Learn to Knit 
Group 
12:00 PM AA 
7:30 PM Choral Union/Wm's 
Chorale Performance 
 

 3
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Korean Prayer 
Group 
6:00 PM Confirmation Class 
6:00 PM STE Cabinet Mtg 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 
7:00 PM Korean Worship  
7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM WSC Fellowship 
 

 4
7:00 AM Men's  Breakfast 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
12:10 PM FOCUS 
5:30 PM Kappa Phi Game 
Night 
 

 5
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
2:00 PM STE Bible Study 
@Baker 
5:30 PM AA 
 
6:00 PM Kid's Movie Night 
 

 6 
6:00 PM AA 
 

 7 
8:45 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM CHECM 
11:45 AM Youth Council 
4 PM Korean Church Meal 
4:30 PM Korean Bible Study 
 

 8 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Monday Lunch 
6:00 PM Stephen Training 
7:00 PM Troop 71 
9:00 PM Kappa Phi Cabinet 
 

 9
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
9:30 AM Learn to Knit 
Group 
12:00 PM AA 
6:00 PM Widow/Widower 
Support Group 
 
6:30 PM Council Child 
Ministries 
 

 10
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
10:00 AM Red Cross Blood 
Mobile 
12:00 PM Korean Prayer 
Group 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 
6:00 PM STE Cabinet Mtg 
6:00 PM Confirmation Class 
7:00 PM Korean Worship  
7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
 

 11
7:00 AM Men's  Breakfast 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
12:10 PM FOCUS 
5:30 PM Kappa Phi 
 

 12
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
2:00 PM STE Bible Study 
@Baker 
5:30 PM AA 
7:30 PM FUMC Bell Program 
for Athens Music Club 
 

 13 
6:00 PM AA 
 

 14 
Daylight Savings Begins 
8:45 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:45 AM Lay Leadership 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Youth Pancake 
Brunch 
1:00 PM Youth Group - Ice 
Skating 
4 PM Korean Church Meal 
4:30 PM Korean Bible Study 
 

 15 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
10:00 AM Study Hours 
12:00 PM Monday Lunch 
6:00 PM Stephen 
Supervision 
6:00 PM Stephen Training 
7:00 PM Troop 71 
7:00 PM Lay Leadership 
 

 16
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
10:00 AM Study Hours 
12:00 PM AA 
6:00 PM Growing Tree 
Potluck & Scavenger Hunt 
 
7:30 PM Finance Committee 
Meeting 
 

 17
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
10:00 AM Study Hours 
12:00 PM Korean Prayer 
Group 
4:00 PM All Staff Meeting 
6:00 PM Bell Choir 
7:00 PM Korean Worship 
Service 
7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
 

 18
7:00 AM Men's  Breakfast 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
10:00 AM Study Hours 
12:00 PM AA 
12:10 PM FOCUS 
 

 19
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
5:30 PM AA 
 

 20 
Spring  Break 
6:00 PM AA 
 

 21 
Spring  Break 
No SS Classes 
 
8:45 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Worship 
4 PM Korean Church Meal 
4:30 PM Korean Bible Study 
 

 22 
Growing Tree Closed - 
Spring Break 
 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Monday Lunch 
7:00 PM Troop 71 
 

 23
Growing Tree Closed - 
Spring Break 
 
Circle Meetings 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
 
7:00 PM SPRC-?? 
 

 24
Growing Tree Closed - 
Spring Break 
 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Korean Prayer 
Group 
7:00 PM Korean Worship 
Service 
 

 25
Spire Deadline 
 
Growing Tree Closed - 
Spring Break 
7:00 AM Men's  Breakfast 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
12:10 PM FOCUS 
 

 26
Growing Tree Closed - 
Spring Break 
 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
5:30 PM AA 
 

 27 
Spring  Break 
 
6:00 PM AA 
 

 28 
Palm Sunday 
No SS Classes 
8:45 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Lay Leadership 
12:30 PM Scrapbooking  
4 PM Korean Church Meal 
4:30 PM Korean Bible Study 

 29 
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Monday Lunch 
7:00 PM Troop 71 
7:00 PM Lay Leadership 
 

 30
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM AA 
7:00 PM 7 Last Words 
Rehearsal 
 

 31
8:00 AM Joan Practice 
12:00 PM Korean Prayer  
6:00 PM Bell Choir 
6:00 PM STE Cabinet Mtg 
6:00 PM Confirmation Class 
7:00 PM Korean Worship  
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 PM WSC Fellowship 

1
Home 

2
 

3 
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 2 South College Street 
Athens, Ohio 45701 

www.firstumcathens.org 

Rev. Mary Jo Yeakel, Pastor 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Phone: 740-593-3977 
Fax: 740-593-7293 
E-mail: firstumc@firstumcathens.org 
Pastor Mary Jo Yeakel: yeakel@firstumcathens.org 

The Church Spire is the newsletter of the First United 
Methodist Church of Athens, Ohio. It is published 
monthly August—May with a combined issue for 
June/July. 

 
Editor:  Sharon Fink 
             fink@firstumcathens.org 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 8:45 and 10:30 

Sunday School Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Broadcast on WATH Sundays 11-11:30 a.m. 

Child Care Provided During 10:30 Service 

 

Free Parking in the City Parking Garage on Sundays 

Web Version:  Return to Home Page 
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