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A Day of Hope for Haiti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 – 8 p.m.   Friday, February 5 

Fellowship Hall 

Members of the University Faith Association, which includes this 
congregation, and partners from the Athens community are sponsoring A 
Day of Hope for Haiti.   The event will take place on Friday, February 5, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall. 

Everyone is welcome to join together for a simple meal with live en-
tertainment including our own Dixieland Ensemble.  Feel free to stay for 
the entire time or drop in for part of the evening.  Together, we can make a 
difference in the midst of the destruction and organize for a brighter future. 

Donations will be taken at the door to support a wide variety of well 
managed organizations with people on the ground in Haiti. Participants 
will be able to choose which organization(s) to support.   These will include 
various religious and nonsectarian relief and development organizations 
that are meeting immediate needs and partnering with the people of Haiti 
for the long haul. 

Services at Athens First 
February 17, 

We begin our observance of Lent with 
two worship services on Ash Wednesday 
where we will offer the imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion: 

12:10-12:50 – in the Sanctuary 
7:30 p.m. – in the Sanctuary 

Come and let us mark this moment of focus and intention together. As we 
sing, pray and hear the word of the Lord, may we be encouraged to make 
this a Holy Lent. 



Thoughts Along the Way     Saying Thank You and Welcome 

PAGE 2 THE CHURCH SPIRE VOLUME 15,  ISSUE 2 

Being Healthy in Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength - When we greet each other: HAND 
OVER THE HEART   We recognize the continued need to help keep each other healthy during the 
season of colds and flu, and so we offer the suggestion of placing one’s hand over one’s heart as we 
greet one another during worship services This way we can still greet each other warmly and per-
sonally, yet responsibly.  

We have also taken measures to serve Communion in a healthy fashion as well. Even our local 
medical doctor was thrilled to learn of these changes. He also spoke of how necessary it is for the 
people to worship together as it actually strengthens the body as well as the soul.  

“Thank You” and “Welcome” It’s hard to 
stand between what was and what will be, yet 
that’s where many of us live a lot. And so, 
maybe the best thing is to take a moment to ac-
knowledge how real being in-between is, and 
honor the truth of it all. 

Thank you! Thank you, Keith Rader 
for all you have given to Athens First, to the 
students of Wesley Student Center. Last spring 
you saw 3 head out of OU and on to seminary. 
You walked with them to New Orleans as they 
took God’s continued care to that part of the 
world in need. And you were always at the 
many meetings making sure that WSC was an 
intimate part of the work of the church. For this 
and oh so much more, thank you! May the one 
who created you, open to you the new door for 
the ministry of your soul. May God bless your 
beloved family and may the Good News that 
God cares surround you completely. 

 

Welcome! Welcome, Rick Seiter to the 
work of continued ministry of the Wesley Stu-
dent Center. May you raise up your arms in 
thanksgiving to God and may you bow down in 
surrender to God as you serve those whom God 
brings to Athens First during their days at Ohio 
University. May your ministry provide encour-
agement and curiosity about being people of 
faith. May you name the name of Jesus as our 
Lord and the one who is with us to walk the 
way of faith. And may you remember that you 
are not alone, others would choose to be with 
you in all of this. 

And so we pick up our pallet and walk. 
Walk into today, the only day we have to be the 
people of faith that God sees us being. 

For the Joy of the Lord is our Strength! 

Honor and Blessings, 

Pastor Mary Jo  

Office Volunteers Needed 

Would you be available to give one morning a 
week of your time to help Sharon in the office 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.? This would involve 
things like answering the phone, greeting visitors, 
helping with projects like stuffing worship bulle-
tins, running things on the copy equipment, and 
other things that would match your desires and 
abilities. You don’t need computer skills, but 
she’ll incorporate them if you have them, at what-
ever level. 

Her goal is to find four individuals, each of 
whom would cover one of the four mornings the 
office is opened. BUT, if you have the desire, but 
your schedule doesn’t fit that, contact her and 
we’ll discuss the options. ANY amount of help will 
be a blessing!!! There are always projects to do.  

Please don’t wait for us to call you and 
ask for your help –  If you think this might be 
something you could do to help your church, 
PLEASE get in touch with Sharon:  593-3977 ext 
11 or fink@firstumcathens.org  

mailto:fink@firstumcathens.org�
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The Sympathy of the Congregation is Extended to Cindy and Keith Boger and family in the recent 
death of Cindy’s father. 
 
Hand Sanitizers Added throughout the Building   You’ll notice something new in all the restrooms 
and in areas were food is served – black, hand sanitizer dispensers. The sanitizer is foam, alcohol-free and 
waterless.  
 
Hospitalizations – When We Know, We Go  With all the new privacy and security regulations, it’s 
more difficult than ever to know who is in the hospital. We encourage you to be sure and let us know when 
you or your loved ones are hospitalized. Pastor Mary Jo encourages you to contact her directly by calling the 
church office (593-3977, ext 15) or at (707-0898). She checks both voice mail systems regularly, even when 
she is out of town. 

 
Pictorial Directory Process Will Begin This Spring   If you’ve been thinking 
about having a formal portrait taken, then you’ll want to make sure you keep some time 
open on April 9 or 10, 2010. That’s when Olan Mills Studio will be in our First Floor 
Lounge taking portraits. You’ll be able to view and select that same day. Everyone who 
participates will receive a free 8 X 10 and a copy of the pictorial directory. You can even 
bring your pets. More details available soon.  

Sermons Broadcast Live on WATH     Remember, if for some reason you can’t be in worship on Sun-
day, tune in to WATH (970) at 11 a.m. and hear that portion of our service broadcast live on the radio. 
Sometimes they begin the broadcast at 10:30 a.m., so be sure to tune in a little early. 
 
Parking on Sunday Mornings  Parking in the Municipal Parking Garage is free on Sundays and eleva-
tors are available. Be sure to park in one of the metered spaces. If you have an OU Parking hang tag, either 
faculty/staff or retired, you may park in OU Lot 39 (the lot in front of the School of Music and Seigfred).  
 
The Next Spire Deadline Is Thursday, February 18. If you have news for the March issue, please be 
sure to get it to the church by Thursday, February 18.  
 
Prayer Chain  If you have prayer requests, please call 593-7471 or 593-6853 to have your request placed 
on the church’s Prayer Chain. 
 
Copies of Newsletter Available at the Church   A few copies are printed each month and are in the 
literature racks in the Narthex and by the Chapel entrance. It is always available to read from our web site.  
 
New Office Hours at the Church -  Just a reminder that the office is now open Monday – Thursday, 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and is not open on Fridays. Sharon is in the building at other times throughout the 
week, so if you need her, try looking on the 3rd floor where her office is located or call 593-3977 ext 11 to 
reach her. 
 
Calendar Information Available 24/7   Remember, if you need to check on dates and times of church 
events, that information is available on our web site (www.firstumcathens.org/calendar) and also on the 
automated portion of our phone system (extension 3) - available seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

Snow Closing Information  In certain weather conditions it may become necessary to can-
cel worship services and other events. These are always cancelled if a state of emergency has 
been declared for Athens County. At other times it is done at the discretion of the leadership 
involved. In any event, cancellation information will be provided to WATH (970), WXTQ 
(105.5) and WOUB-FM (91.3) radio stations and will be posted on our answering system, at 
extension 3 or 15 and when possible, on our Web Site at this address:  

 http://www.firstumcathens.org/calendar 

http://www.firstumcathens.org/calendar�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/calendar�
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Trustees Report on Their Work During 2009 

 It was a very busy year, but thanks to the 
efforts of a hard working Trustee Committee and 
its church liaison, Sharon Fink a number of pro-
jects were completed. 
 A contract was signed for the church sanc-
tuary painting.  Davis & Son, Inc. commenced 
on March 23, 2009, starting with stairwells and 
hallways, and concluded on June 10, 2009.  The 
costs of the project and change orders encountered 
during the project came in around $41,000, well 
within the original estimate of $36,800 and our 
15% contingency for the unknowns and unex-
pected.  Overall the project went very well with 
excellent results, just took a little longer than an-
ticipated and the trustees are very appreciative of 
the congregation’s patience and help during our 
time of worship in the Fellowship Hall. 
 An upgrade to the church sanctuary 
sound system was completed in conjunction with 
the painting project.  The project included relocat-
ing the soundboard, building a new cabinet to 
house it, and pulling new cables prior to the paint-
ing.  A big thank you to Brandon Saunders for his 
tireless efforts and expertise in making this hap-
pen.  Additional thanks go out to members of the 
congregation for their donations to acquire new 
cordless microphone headsets for those participat-
ing in the Sunday Worship service(s). 
 Two church workdays were held during 
the year.  On Saturday, June 6, thanks to the 
great turnout, after painting clean up was exe-
cuted and worship was able to resume in our 
beautiful sanctuary on June 7, 2009.  The trustees 
held another work day at the church on December 
12, 2009.  Unused pews were moved to the base-
ment, window wells were cleaned, and miscellane-
ous small jobs needing attention were completed.   
Again, thanks to all who helped make our work 
days such great successes.  
 Because of the generosity of church mem-
bers, a new memorial fund (Shirley Venen 
Fund) was established and the proceeds from this 
endowment will go to exclusively support Mon-
day Lunch.    
 A tree on the NW corner of the church, 
between the church and the sorority house next 
door, was removed by the city the second week 
of June.  There was a safety concern because of 
dead limbs hanging out over the sidewalk.  
Thanks go out to Sharon Fink and Pete Good for 
making contact with the neighboring sorority and 

the city, getting this job done at no cost to the 
church. 
 A Sidewalk replacement for the Church 
Street side of the building was completed in early 
December 2009, at a cost of $4500.  The city 
funded the cost of an ADA ramp and new curbing 
in association with this project.  Mobility for our 
senior members has greatly increased and the risk 
of someone falling has been virtually eliminated.       
 High winds caused damage to the church 
steeple windows and temporary repairs were 
made with permanent modifications scheduled for 
this summer, at an estimated cost of approxi-
mately $13,500.  Just for the record, this is a very 
difficult area to get to and getting materials up 
there is challenging. 
 At the request of the Local Ministries 
Committee, the trustees are seeking bids for pro-
fessionally cleaning the Fellowship Hall 
kitchen area semi-annually.  This is a new line 
item for the committee and projected to cost 
around $1000-$1500 annually.        
 Work began in late December to insulate 
the Sanctuary and second floor attics.  This 
required the installation of a walkway in the 
Sanctuary attic area and modifying light fixtures 
prior to insulating.  The total project is estimated 
to cost around $10,000 and the good news is we 
anticipate a five year pay back with a 30% reduc-
tion in energy use.  
 Finally, our portfolio continues to suffer 
and we continue to lower our earnings projection.  
In 2007 we worked with $106,000 in earnings, and 
for the year of 2010 it is down to $65,000.  Barring 
any unforeseen major expense, the trustee com-
mittee is confident, through its continued prudent 
management, we will remain within budget for 
the coming year.   
 

With kindest personal regards, 
Richard L. Gail 

Trustee Committee Chair 
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Staying in Touch with A Monday Lunch Volunteer   Nate West, the son of Bob and Becky West and 
grandson of Bob and Sally, is currently in the army. From his Middle School years on, Nate was a dedicated 
volunteer at Monday Lunch when his school schedule allowed. 
 Allene recently spoke to his mother and asked if she thought that Nate would like us to announce 
his army address so that his FUMC friends could contact him, and she said, “Most definitely!” 
 if you don’t know him, know that he is a very friendly young man who was an active member of our 
church family and will probably enjoy receiving mail. 
 He may be sent to the Middle East this spring, but for now his mailing address is: 
PFC Nate West; 1 BSTB 10th BSB; Alpha Co.; Fort Drum, NY 13602 
 
Thank You, Mindy King   We want to thank Mindy for taking on the project of recovering the seats of the 
two kitchen stools. She did a wonderful job!!! 
 
Recycling Your Plastic Containers Via Monday Lunch   Monday Lunch can use your recycled plastic 
containers to send food home with the Monday Lunch guests. Please leave any size containers (with lids) 
in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen. Containers for things like cottage cheese, ice cream, yogurt, margarine, etc. 
work really well. Please NO perforated ones, cardboard or glass. Thanks!!! 

2010 is the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts 
of America. Many events are planned to recognize 
the contribution of Boy Scouting during the year. 

In celebration Troop 71, which is sponsored by 
First United Methodist Church, will participate in 
Boy Scout Sunday at the 10:30 service on February 
7th. Boy Scouts, leaders, and their families will be 
attending. Any Scout is welcome to wear their uni-
form to the service even if they are not a member of 
Troop 71. 

Some of the events will be held at the National 
Scout Jamboree in Virginia this summer. Four 
Scouts from Troop 71 are planning to attend. They 
will be camping in tents, meeting Scouts from 
across the United States, and learning more about 
Scouting. 

Boy Scouts Celebrate 100 years—We Celebrate Scouting on February 7 

Monday Lunch 

Women Chaperones Needed for Spring Break Mission Trip  Please consider joining the youth on 
the mission from March 20-27. We are going to New Orleans to continue to help our neighbors there with 
home repair. Chaperones will take turns driving a 12 passenger van and help with worksites and meal 
preparation as well as relating to youth as a mentor.  Please contact Kirstin 974-8605 if interested. 
 
Women’s We Care Group Plans Projects  Work continues on projects for the teen Foster Care pro-
gram they have adopted for this year. First they will work on a project to decorate the teen center and 
then they will plan a fun spring event for the teens and their siblings. 

They are planning to meet with the teens to get their input. This will take place starting at 2 p.m. 
on Thursday, Feb. 18 at the same place they held their starter kit assembly (10 Stonybrook Dr. in the 
training room). They’ll conclude the gathering by 3:15 p.m. If you have questions, contact Julie at pax-
ton@ohio.edu or call 593-6334. 
 

United Methodist Women’s Circles Meet February 23 
Miriam Circle, and Martha-Ruth Circle, 11:30 a.m. Lunch at Ponderosa 
Lydia Circle, 7:30 p.m., Hostess – Bonita Maze, 12 Circle  Dr., The Plains 

mailto:paxton@ohio.edu�
mailto:paxton@ohio.edu�
mailto:paxton@ohio.edu�
mailto:paxton@ohio.edu�
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Adult Ministry at Athens First 
Adult Ministries – the View from My Window 

It’s been just a little over a month since we 
made the shift in the office and combined the ¾ 
time office manager’s position with my full-time 
position. There are many blessings for me in that 
shift, like reconnecting with members of the congre-
gation, but there are also challenges in trying to 
accomplish all the work and still maintain the bal-
ance needed to support Adult Ministries. 
 This was a challenging week. Three con-
secutive days I left home at 8:15 a.m. and on two of 
them, I didn’t return until 8:45 p.m. and 8:15 on the 
3rd day, which was Friday. 
 After a night of what should have been am-
ple sleep, I awoke feeling weary and empty. As I sat 
on the edge of my bed, I asked God for help, dressed 
and went downstairs to start the day. I opened Up-
per Room Disciplines 2010 to see what today’s scrip-
ture passage was, opened my Bible to the 8th chap-
ter of Nehemiah and began reading. While the devo-
tion was written on only the first 3 verses, I decided 
to read the entire portion. I had read these verses 
on Monday, and as I came to the end of the reading, 
I saw the verse I had underlined that day: “Do not 
grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” (8:10b) 
 Immediately, I thought of all the joy God 
gives me through adult ministries. I thought about 
how energized I am after leading one of the weekly, 

two-and-a-half hour training sessions for the 
Stephen Minister trainees. You would think that 
falling at the end of the day, it would be an exhaust-
ing experience, but it’s not. I thought about the 
Women of Faith group that meets on Sunday morn-
ing. Helping lead these two groups is such a bless-
ing. Their excitement in learning, their energy, 
their discussions, the entire process blesses me, 
brings me joy, and, indeed, in that I find strength. 
Thank you, God! 
 The joy of meeting with people and exchang-
ing ideas about how we can offer Christ to others 
through Disciple classes, small groups, the prayer 
shawl ministry, exploring new ideas, is such a 
blessing. Thank you, God, I feel stronger already! 

Yes, the joy of the Lord is my strength! 
From what do you draw your strength? Perhaps it 
is through the experience of exploring your relation-
ship with God through one of the groups and pro-
grams offered to adults through our Adult Ministry 
programs. Perhaps through daily quiet time spent 
in scripture reading and prayer. Perhaps, as our 
Women of Faith are exploring, by identifying five 
things to give thanks for each day. In whatever 
way, may the joy of the Lord, indeed, be your 
strength this day and always! 

Blessings! 
Sharon Fink 
Director of Adult and Administrative Ministries 

Sunday School Class for Adults with Disabilities to Begin April 11    

We are excited to announce that 
we are ready to offer this new class 
for our adults with special needs as 
part of our adult Sunday School 
program at Athens First. The 
classes will be held in Room 6 at 
9:30 a.m. starting Sunday, April 11 

The curriculum we plan to use is 
titled Access, and is specifically 
designed for adults with special 
learning needs. Our teachers will 
be Cindy Boger, Erin Eckelberry, 
and Cathy Lee. 

We also welcome other adults 
to help assist our teachers and 
to help in other ways. You do not 
need to be experienced in this field 
to help – just have a caring heart 
and a patient and joyful spirit. If 
you feel a tug to help in some 
way, please contact Cindy (592-
5726 or cindyboger@hotmail.com), 

Over the last four years I’ve 
talked about this need, sat 
through sermons feeling pushed 
and sometimes feeling guilty for 
not having acted; but felt perhaps 
I wasn’t ready for the task. One 
day I had the revelation that my 
years as Sunday School teacher, 
Sunday School Superintendent, 
along with my years of teaching 
students with special needs in the 
public schools had prepared me 
for this ministry. I’ve also become 
aware of others in our church who 
have also felt called to help with a 
ministry for adults with disabili-
ties. I am excited to begin this 
ministry and invite anyone who 
would like to participate in any 
way as teacher, support, or mem-
bers to join us beginning April 
11.” 

Erin 
(eeckelberry@alexanderschools.org) 
or Sharon Fink. 

This month we would like to in-
troduce you to one of our teach-
ers, Cindy Boger. Cindy writes, 

“While visiting my daughter, 
Melissa, in Bowling Green I at-
tended services at the First United 
Methodist Church. Two women 
with Down Syndrome, sat in front 
of me. They each were carrying 
their Bible and enthusiastically 
discussing the Sunday School class 
they had just attended. One 
thought went through my mind and 
stayed with me throughout the ser-
vice, ‘This is what our church is 
lacking; a class that would bring 
Christian teaching to adults with 
disabilities in an appropriate and 
respectful manner.’ 

mailto:cindyboger@hotmail.com�
mailto:eeckelberry@alexanderschools.org�
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Women’s Study Group to Explore The Questions God Asks Us    

On Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. women gather 
around the table in the Library with Sharon Fink 
and explore a variety of spiritual topics. They fin-
ished their study on the Book of Esther January 
31st and will top it off with a movie night to view 
One Night with the King, a movie about the life of 
Esther. What fun! 

Starting February 7th they’ll begin a 
study of a book titled Questions God Asks Us. 
Author Trevor Hudson sees the Bible as a book of 
questions from God to us. He believes God wants 
to enter into a conversational relationship with 

each one of us. Our answers to the questions God 
asks, help draw us into a deeper relationship of 
sharing and intimacy with God.  
       Each chapter ends with a section titled An-
swering God's Question with suggestions of how to 
explore God's question in the context of one’s own 
life.  

Cost is $12, and books are available in the 
church office. Interested in knowing just what 
those questions are that God asks us? Well, come 
to the study and we’ll discover them together.  

We’re currently exploring the possibilities of offering a short-term study of either the book of Romans 
or Genesis through the Disciple series. Watch the bulletin insert or our web site for details. 
(www.firstumcathens.org/adultedopps/).  

We would also like to expand our list of facilitators (we prefer to have two for each study), so if 
you would like to explore that idea with Sharon, please let her know (fink@firstumcathens.org or 593-
3977 ext 11). 

Offering Disciple Study During Lent?  

Prayer Shawl Inventory Is Growing   Lovingly created prayer shawls keep appearing, and we are so 
grateful! Thank you!  We will gather all these new shawls soon and bless them as we have the others.   
 

 A Conference on Medicine, Religion and Health: Where Science and Spirituality Meet    If 
that title sounds intriguing, then you’ll want to take a closer look at this conference being held in Cincin-
nati March 12 and 13. Sponsored by the Parish Health Ministry program of Episcopal Retirement Homes 
and the Parish Health Ministry Commission the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, this event will fea-
ture Harold G. Koenig, MD, one of the foremost experts on the study of religion and health. On Friday 
evening Rev. Maggie Sebastian will present “Winter Grace”, the importance of spiritual experiences and 
traditions for the health and wholeness in the latter season of life. 
         For more information, call Ellen (800) 835-5768 ext.4545 or visit their website 
www.episcopalretirement.com 

Scrapbooking Bible Study Welcomes New Members  

          The Scrapbooking Bible Study group is now 
meeting regularly each month in Room 6 on the 
4th Sunday at 12:30 p.m. (so everyone can get 
lunch). Each gathering we will discuss a different 
topic while scrapbooking.  

We will be discussing the following topics 
in the months to come: My Purpose, Family, 
Church, Sisterhood, My Relationship with 
God and Freedom in Christ just to name a few. 

There is no homework other than making sure 
you bring pictures for the topic we're discussing.  

Each session will be stand-alone so if 
you miss one, you can still participate. Bring a 
friend or family member and have them scrapbook 
along with us. The more the merrier. 

For more information, please contact Lisa 
Dael (dael@ohio.edu)or see her at church. 

http://www.firstumcathens.org/adultedopps/�
mailto:fink@firstumcathens.org�
http://www.episcopalretirement.com/�


PAGE 8 THE CHURCH SPIRE VOLUME 15,  ISSUE 2 

Widow-Widower  Support Group Moves to Athens First  Starting February 9th, the Widow-
Widower Support Group sponsored by O’Bleness Memorial Hospital, will hold their monthly gatherings in 
the 1st Floor Lounge of our church. 
 This free support session meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. for a casual gather-
ing. Anyone is welcome and there are NO membership fees or dues to participate. Topics of discussion in-
clude grief, bereavement and recovery from the loss of a spouse or life partner. 
 The purpose of these meetings is to offer a comfortable place to talk with others who relate to the 
ongoing process of bereavement. If you have questions, please contact Wendy Toadvine 
(wtoadvine@athenscity.k12.oh.us  594-6420) or Alice Hawthorne of the O’Bleness Social Services Depart-
ment (592-9337). 
 
One Plus the Power of You – February Readings Now Available   If you’re interested in following 
the Lectionary Scriptures for Sunday’s worship, the February readings are now available – visit the tray 
next to Pastor Mary Jo’s Office and in the last window on the Church Street side of the Sanctuary. She 
asks that you read through the Scriptures as often as possible, preferably each day, for the week preced-
ing its assigned Sunday. Let’s see what will happen by the power of the Holy Spirit when we participate 
in such a discipline. Honor and Blessings to you!  

Sunday Scripture Texts   As Pastor Mary Jo prepares the worship services and her sermons each 
week, she will select the Scripture readings from these passages. We offer these to you as you prepare for 
your worship experience:  

Feb 7  Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

Feb 14  Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 

Feb 21  Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

Feb 28  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Hosts Dinner and Silent Auction to Benefit Honduran Orphanage  
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m. and plan now to attend to support the 
program at Montana de Luz, the orphanage in Honduras for children who are HIV +.  

Last year they raised $3,000 for this very worthy ministry. We are hopeful to increase that total 
this year. They plan to serve dishes based on Honduran recipes, and request a minimum donation of $10 
per person for dinner. For more information, contact them at 593-3144 or visit their website: http://
www.clcathens.org/ 

Reserve Dates Now    
Each week we enjoy the flowers 
that appear on the altar. On 
some Sundays following wor-
ship, the flowers are deliv-
ered to our home-bound 
members or someone re-

cently hospitalized.  
          If you would like to provide flowers for the 
altar for the 10:30 service, the following dates are 
available:  January 17, 24 31, March 7, 21, 28, 
April 11, 18, 25; May 16, July 25, Sept. 19, Oc-
tober 3, 24, 31, November 21, 28 and Dec. 26. 

         Please place your name on the flower calen-
dar located in the Sanctuary Vestibule (or call 
the church office, 593-3977), and one of our Altar 
Guild representatives will contact you to take 
your order. Cost for the flowers is $34 for one 
arrangement and $39 for two.         

In lieu of cut flowers, you may also 
choose to use one of the silk arrangements in 
exchange for a donation of $35 to the Celebration 
Fund. Earnings from this Fund go directly into 
our Operating Budget to help pay operating ex-
penses of the church.  

mailto:wtoadvine@athenscity.k12.oh.us�
http://www.clcathens.org/�
http://www.clcathens.org/�
http://www.clcathens.org/�
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The Council on Children’s Ministries is 
looking forward to the coming months of ministry 
to the children of our congregation. This month, 
the Sunday school program will focus on the 
Lenten Season of Preparation with the theme 
“Garden of Gethsemane.” Also, our “Through 
God’s Eyes” Kid’s Movie Nights will resume in 
February (watch your bulletin for details!) 

We are also excited to announce that a 
theme and time for this coming summer’s Vaca-
tion Bible School have been selected. Be pre-
pared for a Galactic Blast this August 2nd-6th! 
More details will be forthcoming. After last year’s 
truly fun “Camp Edge” experience, we are eager 
to share in another faith-growing adventure with 
the kids of Athens First and their friends. We 
will keep you posted in the coming months----it 
may seem hard to believe now, but August will be 
here before we know it. 

Because providing an enriching, fun, and 
safe learning environment for our children’s 
spiritual growth is such a high priority for our 
church, the Council on Children’s Ministries peri-
odically reviews our policies and procedures. We 

News from Growing Tree Preschool  Whew!! It’s always a relief when the long, grey 
month of January is over. We made it through our first round of cabin fever for the winter 
and are looking forward to a busy, fun-filled February. 

We’ll spend the first week of the month focusing on the color red which will lead us 
nicely into preparations for Valentine’s Day. We’re looking forward to our Valentine par-
ties on February 11 and 12. 

The next week will be devoted to Dental Health. We’re looking forward to a visit 
from one of our moms, Emily Patterson, a dental hygienist who has graciously offered to 
share her expertise with the children. 

We’ll finish the month with a unit called “Taking Care of Business.”  We’ll be focusing on businesses in 
our community such as grocery stores, pet shops, department stores, restaurants, movie theaters and so forth. 
We even plan to construct our own “Business District” from large cardboard boxes. If you happen to have pur-
chased a large appliance recently and are wondering what to do with the box, we’d love to have it!  Just 
drop it off in the Growing Tree office, room 5. Thanks! 

Growing Tree will be closed on Monday, February 15 in observance of President’s Day. 
We will begin accepting applications for Fall, 2010 enrollment on March 1. Children must be at 

least three years old and toilet trained. Contact Cathy Bigger for more information. 
As always, thank you for your support, encouragement and, most of all your prayers for Growing Tree 

Preschool. Have a great month!  

offer this friendly reminder to the parents of 
those children who receive care in the nurs-
ery/pre-school rooms during the Sunday 
school and/or worship times: Please remember 
that there is a sign-in and sign-out procedure for 
your child. We ask that ONLY parents or other 
responsible adult guardians over age 18 whom the 
parents have approved in writing, should drop off 
and pick up children from these rooms. We appre-
ciate everyone’s cooperation as we strive to have a 
consistent and safe procedure in place for the pro-
tection of our precious little ones. 

It continues to be a privilege for all of us to 
be entrusted with the task of planning and imple-
menting programming for the children of Athens 
First United Methodist Church. We are grateful 
for all those who help lead the children’s Sunday 
school and who volunteer to help with other activi-
ties as well. Please continue to give prayerful con-
sideration to ways you might make a difference in 
the life of a child in our church! 

--Laura Dalton 
 Member of Council on Children’s Ministries 

. 
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Youth News 

From Kirstin and Jason                                   www.firstumcathens/org/youth 

Youth Sunday School  
 All youth welcome! Grades 7-12! 

Join us in the Youth Lounge on the 3rd floor. Our 
topic this time of year is RELEVANCE! 
We are looking at topics of Church and Society. 
What does the United Methodist Church (BIG 
"C" Church) have to say about topics that impact 
our day to day living locally, nationally, and in-
ternationally. 

Themes and issues include clean water 
and earth care, violence, tragedies in specific na-
tions, hunger and poverty, human rights, racism, 
AIDS. 

What is our statement of belief?  Why? 
And what does the church believe God wants us 
to do about it as people of faith? 

March topics will specifically relate to ar-
eas related to our Spring Break Missions Projects 

February Ski Trip!!!   This year we are plan-
ning a day trip on Saturday, February 27th. 
Come and bring a friend. Contact Jason Rhoads 
to attend at 974-8712. Trip costs $100. Please 
turn in money by January 31st. We promise 
to wear sunscreen this year! 
 
Super Bowl Sunday - COME FOR SOME 
GRUB!!!   Tailgating returns February 7th af-
ter church and before the SuperBowl Game! 
Youth and families will provide all kinds of good-
ies. Come support us by eating with us and giv-
ing a freewill offering. If you can't make it, you 
can still make a donation. 

Supporting Youth Mission Trip - BUY STOCK!   We will be selling "Stock" in our groups! We 
promise that this is a good investment and you will see a return that puts a wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience into the lives of our youth as well as helping neighbors "here and there" to lift themselves up out 
of circumstances that they could not do alone. We are the Body of Christ!  You can share in this outreach! 

Each stock share costs $10. For $10 (1 share) you will receive a certificate and an invitation to a 
meal and story-telling about our trip upon the return. For $30 (3 shares) you will receive those items as 
well as a group photo. For $50 (5 shares) or more you will receive those items as well as a letter/postcard 
from a youth during SpringBreak. 

Bargain Cruise Available in 2011   David & 
Bonita Maze have just returned from a Caribbean 
Cruise with Educational Opportunities and have 
information about special pricing for the 3rd Annual 
Celebration Cruise NEXT January. With Guest 
Speaker Bishop William Willimon on board for 
four hours of worship and inspiration the Carnival 
cruise ship will travel to Grand Cayman,  Isla 
Roatan (Honduras), Belize, and Cozumel 
(Mexico). This seven day adventure and fellowship 
has cabin rates as low as $270/person (plus a $50 
discount for registrations by January 
31). The dates are January 9-16, 2011. 
Call the Mazes for more information 
at 797-2440 – these lower priced ac-
commodations will not last long. 

Have You Visited the Church’s Web Site 
Lately?  It’s an easy way to keep up with what’s 
happening at FUMC. We try to make sure we 
have new pages in the photo album shortly after 
events occur. Wesley Student Center has an ex-
tensive site under “Campus” - you can get a taste 
of what their ministry is all about. A copy of the 
current newsletter is always available to read, in 
addition to the weekly calendar of events. Lots 
more, too. Want your long-distance family and 
friends to know more about where you worship?  
Give them the address, too. Here it is:  http://
www.firstumcathens.org 

http://www.firstumcathens.org/youth�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/�
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Ever come to that proverbial "fork in the 
road" and asked God for direction?  Well, that's 
what happened to me this last week. When I heard 
that the WSC student intern resigned and the Di-
rector of the Wesley Student Center had resigned, 
my heart just jumped into my throat and my soul 
actually ached for those students and all the 
groups involved with WSC. How were they going to 
manage?  How shocked and hurt some of them 
must feel. They need someone who can help guide 
them into a healing process. Who would God call to 
do this?  Then, at the end of the 10:30 service last 
Sunday we sang "Here I Am Lord," and I discov-
ered that God was beginning to speak to me. 
         Being trained as a Stephen Minister we are 
reminded of the phrase, "We are the Caregivers, 
God is the Cure-giver."   We walk along side of folk, 
while they are in a crisis situation, so that they 
may be able to heal and become stronger. This is 
exactly what WSC currently needs . . . a person 
with the trained skills of a Stephen Minister and 
leadership skills that can help guide them through 

this process. I was suddenly in that "fork of the 
road" and God was nudging me down the correct 
path. I HAD to say yes. Every fiber in my body was 
telling me so. 
         Now the work begins on all of your parts. In 
order for the healing to begin, we ALL need to be in 
daily intentional prayer for WSC, individuals and 
all the groups associated with them. Please make 
this program, this Campus Outreach Community, 
be a part of your daily prayer life. We need it. 
         On Wednesday night @ 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd 
floor lounge, WSC'ers will have a "Healing Service" 
as their main program. We encourage ALL stu-
dents to attend this. Be ready to be engaged by the 
Holy Spirit. For those of you in the church mem-
bership who receive this newsletter, please put 
aside this time of day for a time of prayer. God's 
hand is in this, God's direction is in this . . . we just 
need to recognize it. 

--Rick Seiter wscdir@firstumcathens.org 

News from the Center 
From Rick Seiter Our Interm WSC Director 

www.firstumcathens.org/campus 

           $35,394.75 Income for December 
 38,949.81 Expenses for December 
 
 (3,555.06) Net loss for December 
       $ 10,506.13 Net gain for the year 
 
In December, the Finance Committee was concerned about the possibility of 
a very small carry-over. The $10,506.13 we were able to bring into 2010 
helped us meet a January 7 payroll and pay the bills that must be covered 
early in the month. Thanks again to all the members of the Finance Com-
mittee for the hard work they put into balancing the 2010 budget. 

Second Mile Giving Reported through December 31 
The year is young, so again the following figures are through December 31. Now it’s time to think about our 
goals for 2010. These are all worthy causes, the needs are great, and your help is needed more than ever. 

Food Pantry – Goal $2,000 - sent $2.272 
Habitat for Humanity – Goal $3,500 - sent $1,590.72 
Hope and Possibilities – Goal $1,500 - sent $1,040.86 
PET Project - $1,798.35 – enough to buy nine PET machines 

While we currently do not have a covenant relationship with Herbert and Mary Zigbuo, our missionaries in Li-
beria, we continue to support them and have sent $950.48. 

Offering envelopes are in the Narthex through January 31    After that, they will be in Joyce Lam-
bert’s office. Please call her at 593-3977, ext 28, if you would like to receive these wonderful, time-saving enve-
lopes.                                                                                                   More financial news on the next page... 

mailto:wscdir@firstumcathens.org�
http://www.firstumcathens.org/campus�
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Year-End Giving Statements Have Been Mailed   Your fourth quarter giving statements were 
mailed January 22. To make some statements fit on one page, Joyce got creative. If her creativity doesn’t 
work for you, please let her know. Two-page statements cost more to mail, and your staff is always look-
ing for ways to save money. But, let us hear from you if something doesn’t work. 

 
Gifts Received for the Celebration Fund    We have received donations from the following families 
in memory of Naomi Laughlin. 
 
Pete and Barbara Good 
Alan and Stephanie Goldsberry 
Richard and Donna Russell 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F. Evans and family 
Tom and Barb Kostohryz 
Bob and Jo Kappes 

Ministering at the Appalachian Behavioral Hospital in February  Every February and 
October a small group from this congregation meets and shares in an informal church service on Sunday 
evenings at 6 p.m., involving a short devotional and hymn sing. Those who have participated in the past 
report coming away feeling blessed having shared God’s love with others in a very integral way. If you 
would like to help the leadership team, please contact Jed Butcher (593-5703) or Allene Kilgore (592-
2122) for more information. 

Radio Ministry Needs Sponsors  Through our radio min-
istry, much of our 10:30 worship service is broadcast live 
over WATH am radio every Sunday morning. This ministry 
reaches countless folks who are unable to leave their homes 
on Sunday mornings or are traveling. Those we know who 
listen weekly are mailed a bulletin so that they can follow 
along.  
 This ministry is made possible solely by the contribu-
tions of members and friends of the church. If you would like 
to participate in this ministry, please contact Joyce Lambert 
at the Church Office (593-3977, ext. 28). A full sponsorship 
for 2010 is $150, and full or partial sponsorship are always 
welcomed. To ease the impact of a full sponsorship, why not 
consider donating an extra $15 per month for the next 10 months? Whatever you decided to give, just 
know what a blessing this ministry is to those who use it! 
 
Yes, I/we want to participate.  
 
Amount $_________ 
 
Memorial/Dedication (optional) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________ 
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Dear Clergy and Laity of the West Ohio Confer-
ence, 
 

      The Lord is near to the broken hearted 
          and saves the crushed in spirit. 
                                                          Psalms 34:18 

 
         The people of Haiti are devastated.  They are 
broken in heart and body.  Port au Prince and sur-
rounding communities lie in ruins.  Tens, perhaps 
hundreds of thousands of people are dead, with 
hunger, thirst and disease yet to take their toll.  
In an instant, the earthquake inflicted unimagin-
able suffering that will persist for years.  We are 
sickened and baffled by the enormity and severity 
of the destruction.  The people of Haiti, and we, 
are crushed in spirit. 
          Among those who have died are Rev. Sam 
Dixon, top executive of our own United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and Rev. Clint 
Rabb, head of our denomination's Volunteers in 
Mission (VIM) program.  Their families, the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries, and we, are 
crushed in spirit. 
           In the midst of all that seems hopeless, all 
that is uncertain, all that is destroyed, I rejoice 
that God's loving, redemptive presence prevails.  
The prophet Isaiah's strong voice is a source of 
comfort: 
       The grass withers, the flower fades; 
          but the word of our God will stand forever. 
                                                                Isaiah 40:8 
I encourage all of us to hold fast to this eternal 
absolute. 
        In the midst of the unfathomable destruction 
in Haiti, I rejoice in the response of the people 
called United Methodist in West Ohio and around 
the globe.  Your prayers for the people of Haiti 
and those laboring to rescue and bring relief have 
been steadfast.  Your financial gifts have been 

West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church 
Our Connection to the World  

 
A Letter from Bishop Ough 

generous.  Your preparations for the long-term 
recovery are already underway.  Your response is 
a testimony to God's unwavering love and mercy.  
And, our response will need to be sustained. 
         The devastation in Haiti is also a powerful 
lesson for us.  The images on TV, the internet and 
in the newspapers convey the undeniable fact that 
poverty is a scourge every bit as urgent, threaten-
ing and evil as violent terrorists.  On January 14, 
David Brooks wrote in The New York Times:  
"This is not a natural disaster story.  This is a 
poverty story.  It's a story about poorly con-
structed buildings, bad infrastructure and terrible 
public services.  (We are) going to have to use this 
tragedy as an occasion to rethink our approach to 
global poverty."  Even as we respond to the ex-
treme suffering in Haiti, I pray that we in West 
Ohio will join our voices to call for a dramatic and 
honest examination of what does and what doesn't 
work to reduce the world-wide pandemic of pov-
erty. 
         Human tragedy of the magnitude we see in 
Haiti often reminds those who share the Christian 
faith about our true identity, and hope of what we 
can and cannot count upon.  We can count on 
God's abiding grace.  We can count on the reality 
of our own resurrection.  But, we cannot count on 
being here tomorrow to do the things we have 
been called to do.  Don't hesitate, don't postpone, 
and don't neglect your calling.  This tragedy will 
require multiple waves of prayer and financial 
investment in Haiti's future. 
         Above all, we can count on the word of God 
standing forever.  This is our hope.  This is the 
hope of the people of Haiti.  This is the hope of the 
world. 
 
 Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
 West Ohio Conference 
 January 19, 2010 

Breakfast at Applebee’s Raises over $1,000 for the Habitat Faith Build Coalition   The benefit breakfast 
that Applebee’s sponsored for Habitat for Humanity in January was a great success. The breakfast earned $1,043.71 for 
Habitat, all of which will go toward construction of our next house. We are deeply grateful to Applebee’s for offering us this 
opportunity. Their team is not only good at their job but also fun to work with. Thanks also to the many volunteers who 
helped as servers, dishwashers, and other tasks. Finally, Habitat is truly grateful to the many people who turned out to 
support Habitat through breakfast at Applebee’s. 
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Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 8:45 and 10:30 

Sunday School Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Broadcast on WATH Sundays 11-11:30 a.m. 

Child Care Provided During 10:30 Service 

 

Free Parking in the City Parking Garage on Sundays 

Web Version:  Return to Home Page 
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